
Editorial 

Do You Really Believe USM Administrators? 
 

Many times I made the effort to check details behind USM administrators’ 
representations. USM administrators tend to manage, manipulate, misrepresent—take 
your choice of words—statistics and cost records to conceal their mismanagement. For 
example, Martha Saunders and her subordinate administrators insisted that the airplane 
she bought with student and taxpayer money cost $800 per flight hour, a really good 
deal in their view. It didn’t matter that we were in the midst of the Great Recession and 
Saunders was laying off faculty because of financial exigencies. Problem was, when we 
obtained detailed records from USM, we learned the cost per flight hour was 
approximately $6,000 and the plane was not used to advance the education of students 
but was used to junket Saunders, her husband and local and state politicians to sports 
events and meetings she could have driven to for a few dollars.    
 
So, do you really believe USM administrators when they recently claimed they purposely 
accepted a decline in student population (and, therefore a reduction in income) in order 
to increase standards and quality of incoming students? (See, HA article, below.) USM 
administrators have trained me to believe them only upon review of the complete data 
they claim to be summarizing. If you’d like a good read, see, How to Lie With Statistics, 
by Huff and Geis. In this case, the past couple years’ decline in student population at 
USM, administrators have an incentive to “lie with statistics” because of underlying 
problems that are driving students away from USM. 
 
According to Dr. Bennett, 
 

“While others across the country may have opted to grow enrollment at any or 
all costs, including quality, we have chosen a different path,” Southern Miss 
President Rodney Bennett said in a prepared release…Southern Miss recently 
announced that the fall 2014 entering class is the most academically talented in 
the university’s recorded history.” 

 
The key words here are “prepared release.” Administrator “prepared releases” are 
written by a small army of USM public relations bureaucrats. Dictionary defines public 
relations as “professional maintenance of a favorable public image by a company or 
other organization or a famous person.” Why believe them without proof? And 
“Recorded history”? What does that mean? Is this the fudge factor that they employ to 
parse the statistics to turn out the way they want? [When I was shown to USM’s 
recorded history of data I had requested in a MORA, I was shown a dungeon of boxes of 
paper/documents rotting and water damaged.] 



 

 

 


